CONFESSION OF BELHAR: BIBLICAL AUTHORITY CITED FOR PROCLAMATIONS
Section 10.1
Revelation 21:6-7: Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers,
the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water
protects and cares for the church through Word and Spirit. This, God
as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will
has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.
inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my
children.
Section 10.2
Matthew 28:19-20: Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
of saints called from the entire human family.
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.”
Section 10.3
We believe
Ephesians 2: 13-20: But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off
• that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church
have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in
as the community of believers who have been reconciled with God
his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the
and with one another;
dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. He has abolished the law
with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in
himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and
might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross,
thus putting to death that hostility through it. So he came and
proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who
were near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the
Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are
citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God,
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ
Jesus himself as the cornerstone.
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Ephesians 4: 11-16: The gifts he gave were that some would be
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up
the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the
full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro
and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by
their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love,
we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,
from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every
ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly,
promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.

• that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church
of Jesus Christ; that through the working of God’s Spirit it is a
binding force, yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly
pursued and sought: one which the people of God must continually
be built up to attain;

Psalm 133:
How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!
It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on
the beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes.
It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. For
there the Lord ordained his blessing, life forevermore.
John 17: 20-23: ”I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of
those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be
one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us,
so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that
you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we
are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely
one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have
loved them even as you have loved me.
John 13:34: I give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.

• that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe
that separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin
which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything
which threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must
be resisted;

• that this unity of the people of God must be manifested and be
active in a variety of ways;
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Colossians 3: 12-16: As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and
patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against
another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you
also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body.
And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts
sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.
Philippians 2:1-5: If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any
consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and
sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the
interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ
Jesus,

* in that we love one another;

1 Corinthians 1: 10-13: Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and
that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the
same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by
Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and
sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I
belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has
Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized
in the name of Paul?

* that we are obligated to give ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of
benefit and blessing to one another;

* that we experience, practice and pursue community with one
another;
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Ephesians 4: 1-6: I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead
a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in
love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to
the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.
1 Corinthians 10: 16-17: The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a
sharing in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a
sharing in the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are
many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.
Ephesians 3:18-20: I pray that you may have the power to
comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and
height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now
to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine,[(vs 21) to him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and
ever. Amen.]
Galatians 6:2: Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will
fulfill the law of Christ.

* that we share one faith, have one calling, are of one soul and one
mind;

2 Corinthians 1:3-4: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, who
consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console
those who are in any affliction with the consolation with which we
ourselves are consoled by God.

* that we need one another and upbuild one another, admonishing
and comforting one another;

* have one God and Father, are filled with one Spirit, are baptized with
one baptism, eat of one bread and drink of one cup, confess one
name, are obedient to one Lord, work for one cause, and share one
hope;
* together come to know the height and the breadth and the depth of
the love of Christ;
* together are built up to the stature of Christ, to the new humanity;

* together know and bear one another’s burdens, thereby fulfilling the
law of Christ;
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1 Corinthians 12: 24b-28: whereas our more respectable members do
not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater
honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within
the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. If
one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is
honored, all rejoice together with it. Now you are the body of Christ
and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the church
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power,
then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various
kinds of tongues.
Ephesians 3:14-20: For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray
that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being
rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to
comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and
height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now
to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine,[(v 21) to him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and
ever. Amen.]

* that we suffer with one another for the sake of righteousness; pray
together; together serve God in this world; and together fight against
all which may threaten or hinder this unity;
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1 Corinthians 12: 4-11: Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there
are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for
the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the
same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of
healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to
another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another
various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All
these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one
individually just as the Spirit chooses.
Romans 12: 3-8: For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among
you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that
God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not
all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy,
in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching;
the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
Galatians 3:27-29: As many of you as were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there
is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of
you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.

• that this unity can be established only in freedom and not under
constraint; that the variety of spiritual gifts, opportunities,
backgrounds, convictions, as well as the various languages and
cultures, are by virtue of the reconciliation in Christ, opportunities for
mutual service and enrichment within the one visible people of God;

• that true faith in Jesus Christ is the only condition for membership of
this church;
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Section 10.4

Therefore, we reject any doctrine
• which absolutizes either natural diversity or the sinful separation of
people in such a way that this absolutization hinders or breaks the
visible and active unity of the church, or even leads to the
establishment of a separate church formation;
• which professes that this spiritual unity is truly being maintained in
the bond of peace while believers of the same confession are in effect
alienated from one another for the sake of diversity and in despair of
reconciliation;
• which denies that a refusal earnestly to pursue this visible unity as a
priceless gift is sin;
• which explicitly or implicitly maintains that descent or any other
human or social factor should be a consideration in determining
membership of the church.
Section 10.5
We believe
2 Corinthians 5:17-21: So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: • that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All
in and through Jesus Christ;
this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has
given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are
ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we
entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.

Confession of Belhar: Biblical Authority Cited
Page 8 of 13
Matthew 5: 9, 13-16: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called children of God. . . .
“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown
out and trampled underfoot. “You are the light of the world. A city
built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under
the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.
2 Peter 3: 13: But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.
Revelation 21: 1-5: Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no
more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is
among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his
peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear
from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain
will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” And the one
who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.”
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

• that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of
the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker,
that the church is witness both by word and by deed to the new
heaven and the new earth in which righteousness dwells;
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Romans 6:12-14: Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your
mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. No longer present
your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life,
and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness.
For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law
but under grace.
Colossians 1: 11-14: May you be made strong with all the strength that
comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure
everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father,
who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the
light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us
into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption,
the forgiveness of sins.
James 2:8-9: You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to
the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you
show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as
transgressors.

Section 10.6

• that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers of
sin and death, and therefore also of irreconciliation and hatred, bitterness and enmity, that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit will enable the
church to live in a new obedience which can open new possibilities of
life for society and the world;

• that the credibility of this message is seriously affected and its
beneficial work obstructed when it is proclaimed in a land which
professes to be Christian, but in which the enforced separation of
people on a racial basis promotes and perpetuates alienation, hatred
and enmity;

• that any teaching which attempts to legitimate such forced
separation by appeal to the gospel, and is not prepared to venture on
the road of obedience and reconciliation, but rather, out of prejudice,
fear, selfishness and unbelief, denies in advance the reconciling power
of the gospel, must be considered ideology and false doctrine.
Therefore, we reject any doctrine which, in such a situation sanctions in the name of
the gospel or of the will of God the forced separation of people on the grounds of
race and color and thereby in advance obstructs and weakens the ministry and
experience of reconciliation in Christ.
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Section 10.7
We believe
Isaiah 42: 1-7: Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom
my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth
justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it
heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly
burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in
the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the
Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread
out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people
upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called
you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I
have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to
open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the
dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.
Luke 6: 20-26: Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are
you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. “Blessed are you
who are hungry now, for you will be filled. “Blessed are you who weep
now, for you will laugh. “Blessed are you when people hate you, and
when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the
Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward
is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.
“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.
“Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you
who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. “Woe to you
when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the
false prophets.

• that God has revealed God’s self as the one who wishes to bring
about justice and true peace among people;

• that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way
the God of the destitute, the poor and the wronged
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Luke 4: 16-19: When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought
up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom.
He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to
him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go
free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
Luke 7:22: And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have
seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good
news brought to them.
Psalm 146: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul!
I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God all my
life long. Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is
no help. When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that
very day their plans perish. Happy are those whose help is the God of
Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God, who made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; who
executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The
Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The
Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the
widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. The Lord will reign
forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the Lord!
James 1:27: Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father,
is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep
oneself unstained by the world.

• that God calls the church to follow God in this; for God brings justice
to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry;

Micah 6:8: He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the
Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?

• that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good and to seek
the right;

• that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind;

• that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps
orphans and widows and blocks the path of the ungodly;

• that for God pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and
the widows in their suffering;
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Amos 5:14-15, 23-24: Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so • that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of
the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you, just as you have said. Hate suffering and need, which implies, among other things, that the church
evil and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the
must witness against and strive against any form of injustice, so that
Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. Take justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everaway from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of flowing stream;
your harps. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like
an everflowing stream.
Psalm 82:1-5: God has taken his place in the divine council; in the
• that the church as the possession of God must stand where the Lord
midst of the gods he holds judgment:
stands, namely against injustice and with the wronged;
“How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked?
Selah
Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the
lowly and the destitute.
Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the
wicked.”
They have neither knowledge nor understanding, they walk around in
darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
Leviticus: 19:15: You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not • that in following Christ the church must witness against all the
be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge powerful and privileged who selfishly seek their own interests and thus
your neighbor.
control and harm others.
Section 10.8
Therefore, we reject any ideology
• which would legitimate forms of injustice and any doctrine which is
unwilling to resist such an ideology in the name of the gospel.
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Section 10.9
We believe
Acts 5:29-32: But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey
that, in obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to
God rather than any human authority. The God of our ancestors raised confess and to do all these things, even though the authorities and
up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted
human laws might forbid them and punishment and suffering be the
him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give
consequence.
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to
Jesus is Lord.
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those
To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and
who obey him.”
the glory for ever and ever.
1 Peter 3:15-18: but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be
ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an
accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and
reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are
maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be
put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering
should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also
suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in
order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made
alive in the spirit,

